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The French, who had come to Charles's assistance,
were defeated at Dettingen on June 27, 1743, where the
Austrian forces were supported by Lord Stair's army—
known as the " Pragmatic Army "—which was com-
manded by George II. himself. This battle has a certain
significance in English history, and might have been
more important still, for George II., who had joined
Lord Stair during the battle, was nearly taken prisoner.
Since the battle of Dettingen, therefore, English monarchs
have never taken part in the actual fighting of their
armies.
After the battle of Dettingen, Charles VII. was
forced to acknowledge that Maria Theresa had defeated
him. He offered to renounce his claims to her
dominions. This meant that at last he acknowledged
the Pragmatic Sanction. In return he demanded that
she return Bavaria to him, and acknowledge his title
as Holy Roman Emperor. She declined, for she had
decided to continue the war on the side of England.
By the Treaty of Worms, signed by her on Sep-
tember 13, 1743, she pledged herself as an ally of the
Maritime Powers, of Saxony, and of Sardinia. By this
Treaty she had given her word that she would help
Sardinia to drive the Bourbons from Naples and Sicily;
she would fight against France and Spain with England,
for Spain was threatening Austria's Italian dominions.
Elisabeth Farnese, Philip V. of Spain's? "turbulent
wife/* had ambitious plans for her son Don Philip, whom
she wanted to make the ruler of Lombardy.
Maria Theresa's alliance with Charles Emanuel, the
King of Sardinia, was inevitable* As a former ally of
France and of Spain it was necessary for her to win his
support, for otherwise he would have helped Elisabeth
Faroese to place her son on the throve of Lombardy,

